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FUN FACT

The law treats children and
adults differently

Cha @?@n

A uﬁ:‘t

Children appear in juvenile courts

Juvenile courts are designed to protect the best interest of the
child. It focuses on rehabilitation over punishment.

Rehabilitation in this context, is the
process of providing a child with the help,
skills and support to grow from a mistake.



L et’s reflect

You may be aware that children
uphold a special set of rights known
as “Child Rights”. Similarly, you may

also know that with rights come

responsibilities.

However, do you know how these

rights protect you in times of legal
crises?

Are you aware of the consequences
that entail any crime you may
intentionally, or unintentionally
commit?

It your answer to these questions is a no, then
keep reading.
If your answer is a yes, then still keep reading,
You will only benefit from refreshing your
knowledge.
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Right to be treated as a child™

You have the right to be treated differently
from adults in the legal system—your age
matters! The process should protect your
needs and focus on guidance, not
punishment.

Right against physical or
mental abuse

No one can hurt or mistreat you—physically or
emotionally—while you're in custody or at
court. This right keeps you safe from abuse at

all times.

It you are taken into custody, mugﬁ be
kept apart from adult offenders. This

ensures you're not influenced or harmed
by adults during your time in the system.



Legal rights

You have a voice! In any
decision affecting you, you
have the right to say what you
think and have your opinion
taken seriously by adults in
the system.

presentation
You can ask for a lawyer to represent you

at any time. Having legal help ensures
your voice is heard and that your rights
are protected every step of the way.

involving children are usually closed so your

story is not shared publicly—this protects
you from unnecessary attention.
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You have the right to let your parents or
guardians know where you are if you're detained
or questioned. Authorities must help contact
them so you're not left alone in scary situations
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It your offense is minor, you mégm be given a

‘aiversion’—a chance to make things right without

going to court. This focuses on learning, not just

punishment. Remember, serious offences are not
diverted.

cation & Rehabilitation

Even if you get into trouble, you still deserve

education and rehabilitation. The system
should make sure you can keep learning and
get support to make better choices.



Your rights are not limited to
what's on this booklet

The Convention on the Rights of the
Child

(CRC) Act relating to

Children 2018
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BASED ON AGE

If the offence is punishable by fine--the child is
counseled and released
If the offence is punishable with
imprisonment-- may be given imprisonment
up to 6 months or may be kept in a juvenile
correction home for up to 1 year

Half the adult sentence
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Two-thirds of the adult
punishment
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Serious Offences
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Petty Offences

Rape
Murder

Robbery
Drug offenses
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Underage ar

Smoking
Petty theft

Rehabilitation

Community

Juvenile

Correction Home

center/

Service or
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Rape

Theft, Burglary and Robbery

Substance and Drug Abuse
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Sharing Intimate Photos, Creating Fake Profiles,
Cyberbullying, Recording Without Consent

Possession and transportation of illegal

substances carries strict consequences.
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Banking Accounts
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uvenile correction home
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Nepal has 9 juven



As hard as it sounds, stay calm

Ask for a lawyer
Contact an adult

Know that you haver

ignts



Remempber, knowing your
rights doesn’t just make you
knowledgeable.

It empowers you to make
better choices to stand up
for yourself, and for
others.

But despite it, remember to try
your best to stay out of
trouble.

Sometimes we may break laws
we don’'t know about, so let’s
educate ourselves, and those

around us.
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